When I come across honest prayers or lines like the following I feel pangs of guilt mixed with a desire to do better…
If we practiced
what we preach,
O God:
    our pockets would be empty, and the poor would be Citizens of the Year;
    our waistlines would be thinner, and the hungry would not have to stand in soup lines; 
    our closets would be empty and the homeless would be warm this winter;
       our pride would be thrown out with the rest of the garbage, so we could shoulder the burdens of the broken. 
Give us more time to practice, Gentle Teacher, not so we can become perfect, but that our deeds would become permanent. 
Amen. 
                      “Practice” by Thom M. Shuman - In Alive Now Sept/Oct 2007
In my conversations with the Pastor Nominating Committee the folks made it clear that stewardship needed to be addressed by their new pastor.  Given the current financial crunch in the church and projected increases in the 2008 Budget, I now understand why they wanted someone who could pitch financial stewardship.  The church needs more income to match what it costs to provide viable ministry in the church and community. 
Ironically, the situation is rather simple…we just need to practice what we preach.  We preach Christ who practiced qualities such as sacrifice and generosity.  If church members were to practice sacrificial and generous giving, then our church leaders could spend much less time on how to raise money and more time on how to spend offerings in a manner that glorifies God, spreads the Gospel of Christ, and expands the spiritual ministries of the church—including ministry to the poor, the hungry, and the homeless.  Like the prayer above, this may make us feel guilty, but hopefully it stimulates a desire to do better. 
I did not plan on addressing stewardship so early in my pastorate lest people think I’m only a fund raiser, often an unpopular job in the church.  But the role of the pastor is not fund raising. It is my job to teach and encourage good financial stewardship (as well as other aspects of stewardship). Given the pressing financial needs of the church, I decided it best to get started sooner than I expected.  However, when more members learn the biblical principles of giving and practice them, then I can focus on other, perhaps more important matters.
